ine creation Or I1uUrKey s
and Atatiirk’ s myths and
symbols’
Dr Hatice Sitki
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GokTurks + Turkey + Ataturk

This presentation is about how myths and
symbols of Mustafa Kemal became

‘Ataturk’

Osman Empire changed into “The Republic

of Tlirkey .
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Re-Creation of new Identity

Michael Billig ‘Banal’ + Hobsbawn ‘Invented

Traditions’
e ‘Visible + not silent’ (Sitki:2009)
e ‘Not Visible + silent’ (Sitki:2009)
Roland Barthes - Semiotics

Jacques Derrida - Deconstruction
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Six GokTurk Arrows

=] GokTurks:

// S ok
/' " Blue

= Sky

s] Unification of ‘Six
Turkic Tribes under
one Tribe + Leader
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The Six Arrows

Republicanism ( Cumbhiiriyetcili )
Nationalism ( Milliyetcilik )
Populism ( Halkcilik )

Secularism ( Laiklik )

Statism or Etatism ( Develetcilik )

Reformism ( Inkilapcilik )
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Asena — the Boz Kurt (Gray Wolf)

O i =
CUMBURIVE
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Kizil ElIma + Turan

KIZILELMA

ZiYA GOKALP

KAMER YAYINLARI
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Mustafa Kemal Ataturk

[=]] Mustafa:

= Given first name
= Chosen one
Kemal:

[=]

= Given second/Surname

= (Clever

Ataturk

Ata (father) + Turk
Progenitor/Father of all Tiirks
Asena (Mother of all Ttirks)

‘Chosen (one) + Perfection +
Father’ (Sitki: 2009)

=] [= [ [=] [=
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Atatiirk’ s myths and symbols
becomes synonymous with the
Republic’ s

T .
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Atatiirk’ s Nutuk

1] Set up structure and
collective group
identity of the
Republic

[=] Gazi (Fighter) Mustafa
Kemal ‘visibly + not
silently " (Sitki:2009)
changes to:

= Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk

= Ata + Turk to his
Tribe.
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IstiklG] Marsi National Anthem
‘Freedom March’

Fegr not! For the red flag that proudly ripples in this glorious twilight, shall never
ade,
Before the last fiery hearth that is ablaze within my nation is extinguished.
For That is th(i: star, of my nation, and it will forever shine;
It is mine; and solely belongs to my valiant nation.
grown yllot, 1 beseec}}ll you, oh tlllg\lflhcoyhcrescent, W %
ut smile upon my heroic race! the anger, why the rage?
Our blood VI\)/hich e she for. you will not bgﬁalesse?él loﬁler%v.ise;
For freedom is the absolute right of my God-worshiping nation.

I have been free since the beginning and forever will be so.
Wh?,t madman shall put me in chains! I defy the verz idea!
I'm like the roaring flood; powerful and indépenden
I'll tear apart mountains, exceed the heavens and still gush out!
The lands of the West may be armored with walls of steel,
But I have borders guardeﬁ ?)y the mighty chest of a believer.
Reco&nize your innate strength, my friend! And think: how can this fiery faith
ever be killed,
By that battered, single-fanged monster you call "civilization"?
My friend! Leave not my homeland to the hands of villainous men!
Render your chest as armor and dyour body as trench! Stop this disgraceful rush!
FOf1 soon shall come the joyous days cﬁc divine promise...
Who knows? Perhaps tomorrow? Perhaps even sooner!
View not the soil ¥‘ou tread on as mere earth, recognize it!
And think ab% t the shroudless thousands who lie’'so nobly beneath you.
You're the noble son of'a martyr, take shame, hurt not your ancestor!
Unhand not, even when you're promised worlds, this paradise of a homeland.
What man would not die for this heavenly piece of land?
Martyrs would gush out were one to just squeeze the soil! Martyrs!
May God take all my loved ones and possessions from me if He will,
But may He not deprive me of my one true homeland for the world.
Oh glorious God, the sole wish of my pain-stricken heart is that,
No Beathen's hand s%ou%d ever touch the bosom of my sacred Temples.
These adhans, whose shahadahs are the foundations of my religion,
And may their noble sound last loud and wide over my eternal homeland.
For only then, shall my fatigued tombstone, if there is one, prostrate a thousand
times in ecstasy,
ﬁnd tearls fo{ fie 13:1100(}11 sllllall fLow OLflj: of mﬁl eve vlv_(l)(und, s
nd my lifeless body shall gus t from the earth like an eternal spirit,
Per%uap% only tls-len, dhall 1 pgeacef%‘llly ascend and at long last reach the heavens.
So flap and wave like the bright dawning sky, oh thou glorious crescent,
So _tlflat our every last drop o? blood may finally be worthy!
Neither you nor'my race shall ever be extinguished!
For freedom is the absolute right of my ever-free flag;
For freedom is the absolute right of my God-worshiping nation!

Korkma, sonmez bu safaklarda gljizen al sancak;
Sénmeden yurdumun Ustiinde tiiten en son ocak.
Q benim milletimin yildizidir parlayacak;
O benimdir, o benim milletimindir ancak.
gatma, kurban ola%lm cehreni ey nazli hilal!
Kahraman irkima bir gtl! ne bu siddet bu celal?
Sana olmaz dokiilen kanlarimiz sonra helal,
Hakkidir, Hak'ka tapan, milletimin istiklal!
Ben ezelden beridir hiir yasadim, hiir yagarim.
Hangi ¢ilgin bana zincjr vuracakmis? Sasarim;
Kukremig sel gibiyim, bendimi ¢igner agarim;
Yirtarim daglari, enginlere sigmam, tagarim.
Garbin _afaklrg sarmigsa celilﬁ)zlrhlfldélvar,
Benim iman dolu gogsum %1 i serhaddim var.
Ulusun, korkma! Nasil boyle bir imani1 bogar.
Medeniyyet!" dedigin tek disi kalmis canavar?

Arkadas! Yurduma al¢aklar1 ugratma sakin!
Siper et f_t;t')vdeni, dursun bu ha¥as1zca akin.
Dogacaktir sana vaadettxlgl gunler Hak'kin;
Kimbilir, belki yarin, belki yarindan da yakin.
Bastigin yerleri "toprak” diyerek ge¢cme, tani!
Diisun, altinda binlerce kefensiz yatani.
Sen sehit oglusun, incitme, yaziktir atany;
Verme, diinyalari alsan da bu cennet vatani.
Kim bu cennet vatanin ygruna olmaz kij feda?

theda fiskiracak topragr siksan, sitheda!

ani, canani, biittin varimu alsin da Hiida,
Etmesin tek vatanimdan beni diinyada ciida.
Ruhumun senden, ilahi sudur ancak emeli;
Degmesin mabedimin ggi%siine na-mahrem eli!
Bu ezanlar ki sahadetleri dinin temeli,
Ebedi yurdumun iistiinde benim inlemeli.
O zama.rglvecd ile bin secde eder varsa tagim;
Her cerithamdan, ilahi, bosanip kanli yagim,
Fiskirir ruh-i miicerret gibi yerden nasim;
O zaman ylikselerek arsa déger belki bagim!
Dalgalan sen de safaklar gibi ey sanl1 hilal;
Olsun artik dékiilen kanlarimin hepsi helal!
Ebediyyen sana yok, irkima yok izmihlal.
Hakkidir, hiir }iasamls bayragimin hﬁrrilyet;
Hakkidir, Hak’ka tapan milletimin istiklal!
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Anit Kabir

Anit : Memorial (Turkish)

Kabir : Grave, Tomb, Memorial,
Great (in size) (Arabic)

Bridge word + Place

Join:

‘Past + Present + Future’ (Sitki:
2009)

East + West progenitors

Hittite + Phrygians + Sel¢cuk
Empire + Osman Empire +
Republic + (Republic/Tiirks)
off-spring (Sitki: 2009)
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GokTurks

Gunes Dil Teorisi

Diinya Gercekleri realities Of The World
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Turkey s new identity
Emblem
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Revival of Atatiirk symbolism or
‘banal’ tourist merchandise?
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Revival of Tiirkey/Atatiirk’ s Myths
and symbols?
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Revival of Tiirkey/Atatiirk s
Myths and Symbols?
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Conclusion

This presentation demonstrated how the present
collective group identity of the Republic of Ttiirkey
and Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk has been deliberately

created using Gok Tirk myths and symbols.

GokTirk myths and symbols gave the Republic
longevity and continued the Tiirks’ ‘military

mentality myth .
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